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WMSOA exists to promote soccer, maintain
a high standard of refereeing, encourage fair
play and sportsmanship, make available an
adequate number of well trained and
capable referees, and cooperate with other
organizations to promote soccer.

WMSOA provides training with both written
and physical testing opportunities to
maintain registrations with MHSAA, USSF,
and NISOA. The organization provides high
school game assignments for high school
referees, “Cracker Barrel” meetings for
additional input into the high school and
collegiate game, and a source of informa-
tion about activities in the area.

To join WMSOA, please call Jim Heyboer at
(531-1036).  Regular Membership is $30 per
year.  An Associate membership is available
for referees that do not do high school or
college games. The cost is $10.00 per year
to cover news letter and training.

WMSOA Officers:
President  - Bill Wagner  363-4151

           deew1115@aol.com
Vice Pres. - Greg Pilbeam 455-5095

gpilbeam@aol.com
Secretary Jeff Kirchhoff  453-5590

jkirchhoff@msn.com
Treasurer  - Jim Heyboer 531-1036

jpheyboer@aol.com
Members at large:  Frank Warren  399-1012

warrfam@chartermi.com
  Tom Weaver  452-7481

tweaver@remc7.k12.mi.us
Jim Backowski  530-3894

jimref@sbcglobal.net

Other Associations:
Michigan Soccer Referees Association
(MSRA).  The following through individual
members:  United States Soccer Federation
(USSF), Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA),National Intercolle-
giate Soccer Officials Association (NISOA)

Assigners:
High School & NISOA:
Keith Miller 667-2401
High School - Muskegon, Grand Haven,
Fremont, etc. :  Don Dahl 846-7158 and
Doug VanEssen 728-6289
Note:  High School Assignor fees are now
$2.50 per game.

This newsletter - two newsletters are
planned each year.  If you have comments
or news, contact Ron Porritt  669-7243,
ronporritt@worldnet.att.net  (or)
Jack Wolf 682-0652, jack.wolf@attbi.com

NEWS
Important USSF News — Welcome to Brewer Park or why aren’t we using the
other fields now? by John Corbitt
Until this season, GRASA, Kentwood Soccer Club, West Michigan Panthers and
Grand Valley Premiere were on their own to find game fields and referees. In a
joint venture with Kent County Parks, these four clubs have merged into the
Brewer Park Soccer  Association. Their home game fields are at Brewer Park.
Brewer Park is specifically created, and designed to be,  a soccer complex. The
park is located on 84th Street between Eastern and Division. There are five full-
size fields. At this time, it is anticipated that all the u9 and u10 games will be at
Brewer Park as well. This is the best soccer complex in Kent County, and it is
hoped that within a year or two that Brewer Park will host an annual tournament-
much like the KISS Tournament.

The four clubs also decided to have a single referee assignor for the complex,
instead of each club having its own assignor.  There are many advantages to this
format for not only the clubs, but the referees as well. Since all games for these
clubs are at one site, it will be much easier for a referee to obtain a mix of
premiere and select games on any date with a single telephone call. John Corbett is
the referee assignor. Please contact him at home (616 245-4858) or by e-mail
(jscsails@aol.com) if you would like game assignments at Brewer Park this spring
and are USSF certified. There are some changes to the standard procedures that
everyone has been accustomed to. It is very likely that 3 referees will be used for
the u9 and u10 games- instead of a center referee only. The fee structure will
remain the same until Fall, 2003. At that time the pay schedule will more closely
approximate the pay scale premiere soccer uses- rather than the straight $26 center
and $18 line that select teams pay.

Opening ceremonies for Brewer Park are scheduled for May 17, 2003 from 11:00
am to 5:00 pm. Food and refreshments will be sold; t-shirts will be sold; and 1000
mini soccer balls will be given away. The West Michigan Edge will play the Grand
Rapids Inner City Soccer. The West Michigan Edge will also conduct a soccer
clinic; there will be speed kicks; and a dribble/pass/shoot competition. Casey’s of
Caledonia is the equipment vendor, and there is a collection spot for clubs to
donate outgrown soccer gear to be given to the Grand Rapids Inner City Soccer
(GRICS) club.

Words of Wisdom – Keith Miller
Let us not forget our pre-game meeting, failure to reinforce a game plan leads to
complacency and indecision which are two words assessors know how to spell.

Field Conditions – Jeff Kirchhoff
Please report any issues relating to High School fields or conditions to Jeff
Kirchhoff at 616-453-5590.  Jeff also keeps a listing of all field locations.
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News From the WMSOA Board
The WMSOA board has some positive things planned for
the near future. We need to get more young people into our
ranks. Cards and flyers will be developed to help advertise
our needs. We will look into ways to use new people in JV
and freshman games. In that situation, we would probably
have a more experienced referee around to help mentor the
new person for the freshman or JV game, and then switch
so that the new person did not have to step into a high-level
varsity game. The board is also looking into the
development of a three hour training session specifically
for people that want to do high school games.

WMSOA officers in review:

President - Bill Wagner
Bill has been refereeing soccer for 24 years. When Bill isn’t doing

soccer games, he can be found on the hard court as a basketball

o f f i c i a l .

Vice President - Greg Pilbeam
It seems like Greg has always been on the WMSOA board. He
has been refereeing soccer for 23 years. For fun, Greg would
love to spend time in the wilderness or give you a tour through
the very remote, Lake Superior Crisp Point Light.

Secretary – Jeff Kirchhoff
When Jeff isn’t coaching his son’s team he goes back to the pitch
as a referee. He has been at it for 18 years.

Treasurer - Jim Heyboer
Jim watched his kids play for so many years that he finally had to
jump in the middle himself. He has been refereeing for 4 years.

Members-At-Large

Frank Warren
Frank has been a soccer referee for 18 years and is also a high
school volleyball official.

Tom Weaver
Tom must be one of the originals. He has been at it for 27 years.
In an attempt to feel young and sporty, he rides a motorcycle (or
two) when he is not on the pitch.

Jim Backowski
Jim has been a referee for 9 years. He likes to take cruises and
needed a way to cover the cost. That doesn’t mean he does it all
for the money. He has done a lot of AYSO games with no dollars
attached.

USSF District Director of Assessments – GW Ouellette
Rush. It is not too late to get an upgrade for 2003. Just send
in your request form and $$ to Mike Bodary
(mbodary@umich.edu) before April 1, and I will make
arrangements for your upgrade assessment. You must have
the proper game account, pass the on field game
assessment, pass the physical run requirements, attend the
State Re-certification in December, and pass the written
test.

If you are interested in upgrading contact me at
www.gwo73mg@aol.com or give me a call at (269) 965-
5903. I look forward to hearing from many of you.
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Michigan Soccer Tournament Information for 2003
Tournament Dates Director or Contact Contact
State CupMidland May 3 MSYSA State Office stateoffice@msysa.netwww.msysa.net/statecupboys.html

Jaguar InvitationalNovi May 9-11 Mary Caruso maryfitness1@aol.com

Midland Invit. Tourn May 9-11 Rich Guidotti 989-832-0895        rguidotti@chartermi.net

State CupMidland May 17 MSYSA State Office stateoffice@ msysa.netwww.msysa.net/statecupboys.html

Warren Yth Soccer Lg May 17-18 Keith Messing 586-795-9451

21st Annual Canton Cup May 23-25 Greg Demopoulos 734-394-3065       CantonCup@aol.com

Ann Arbor Invitational May 24-26 Thomas Olivier thomas@aaysa.net

Flint Journal Pub. Cup May 30- June 1 Lisa Gayari 810-766-6271pubcup@flintjournal.com

State Cup Saginaw May 31 MSYSA State Office stateoffice@msysa.netwww.msysa.net/statecupboys.html

State Cup Farmington June 7-8 MSYSA State Office stateoffice@msysa.netwww.msysa.net/statecupboys.html

21th  Petoskey Invitation June 13-15 Tom  Londo 231-348-2947       pysa@gtlakes.com

Portage Soccer Classic June 13-15 Beth Kalleward j.d.kalleward@kalleward.com

Livonia Spree Invitation June 20-22 Eileen Martin LSI@livoniasoccer.org

Saginaw 7-11 Classic June 20-22 Jack Burd soccerburd@yahoo.com

Sum. Sol Traverse City June 20-22 Bruce Fallberg 231-933-8229        tbaysoccer@hotmail.com

Kalamazoo Invitational June 20-22 A. Maxwell/C. Winterrowd  269-353-9451          KISStrnmnt@aol.com

Lakeshore United Fest July 18-20 Don Glennie 616/392-7847

Cherryland Traverse City August 1-3 Bruce Fallberg 231-933-8229         tbaysoccer@hotmail.com

Waterford Youth Leag August 8-10 ?

Global Girls Tournament Aug 15 ? ?

St Clair Shores Invit. August 15-17 Bob Shock jjjs382@aol.com

Dearborn Soccer Toury August 22-24 Marvin Purdy 313-565-4433         dearbornsoccer@yahoo.com

21th  Romeo Peachfest August 29-31 ? ?

MILD CupHastings August 30-31 Steve Evans 795-7727

Soccer City Classic Aug 30 – Sept 1 ? ?

Petoskey Autumn Blast September 6-7 Tim Londo pysa@gtlakes.com

Capital Classic Lansing Sept 19-21 Vikki Blasey 517-655-4322        blasey@okemos.k12.mi.us

MILD Cup,Hastings September (TBD) ? ?

State CupCanton Oct 4-5 MSYSA State Office stateoffice@msysa.netwww.msysa.net/statecupgirls.html

MSYSA Chevy Cup Oct 11 MSYSA State Office 248/557-8220stateoffice@msysa.net

Refer to the following web site for updated information   -   www.msysa.net/tournamentsnew.html

Important Dates For USSF, MHSAA and NISOA:

WMSOA Important Dates:
May 6 Cracker Barrel, 7:00-9:00 PM

At Sports Exchange, 2222 44th St. SW
June 11 WMSOA Golf Outing

This is a four person scramble.
10:00AM at the Grand Rapids Golf Club.
Sign up with Tom Walters by May 15
Phone: 532-6959, or e-mail twalt33@aol.com.

July 1 MHSAA Registrations are due.
Aug 9 Physical Test /WMSOA High School Rules

Meeting,  8:00 AM at Grandville High School
Track

OctoberCracker Barrel: time, date and venue TBD
Nov USSF Re-certification, date and venue TBD
Dec 6 WMSOA AGM, 9:00am-2:00pm

Grandville High School
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Club ContactsWMSOA

USSF
USSF assignments are usually handled by the individual
clubs. The contacts for those clubs can change at any time.
We suggest that you maintain active contact with any club
that you would like to referee for. This web address can
help point you to contacts for several clubs.
www.westmichigansoccer.com .

This is a list of local, certified assignors:
Kalamazoo County
Heinz Meyer (269) 344-4848

Kent County
John Corbett Jr. (616) 245-4858
Kathleen Higgins (616) 676-3711
Tim Lomas (616) 698-6523
Larry Olsen (616) 676-3284
Gail Vander Laan (616) 364-4329

Jack Wolf (616) 682-0652
Tom Walters (616) 532-6959

Mecosta County
Charles Drake (231) 796-2669

Muskegon County
Harry Finkelstein (231) 766-2015
Charles Ritchard (231) 798-4073

Ottawa County
Kim Chioffi (616) 669-4304
Dale Heyboer (616) 896-8583
John Pyper (616) 667-9205
Jerry Hertel (616) 395-5812
Patrick Rose (616) 846-9416

As additional assignors become certified, they will be
listed on the official MSYSA Referee web site. We suggest
that you verify that an assignor is certified by going to
http://www.msysareferee.net


